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Old Hemlock Farm
Brandonville, West Virginia
9 January 1951

Dear Hane Uhlig:

I have been quite interested in your researcl project
elnce meeting you up at Cooper's kock a year or so ago
and want to answer your questions a bit more csrefully
than on a card.

A you know, I hunt grouse excluslvely (having no chance

to gun for quail locally) and since I make gpoint of shooting
each covert only once cach season with a very few exceptlons

vhen I return for no more than one repeat visit, even in

the Forest, I probably move more indlvidual birds than most

guns. I am eareful to estimate only the separate grouse moved
and account for thie in any repeat visit, also keeplng a total

of =11 flushes, productive polnts by my sc<tter, kills-over-points,
retrieves, etc.

I happened t0 hunt 25 daye both in 1949 and 1950 in West Virginia,
much of itin the same coverts. In '49 I moved 152 birds for
266 flushes; in '50 I moved onlyl4O.for 236 flushes. While close,

I still felt the.grouse less numerous, averaging 5.6 per day this

season as opposed to0 6.08 per day iIn '49, and definitely requiring
much more intensive hunting and dog work to find. My hunting is
limited largely to Preston :nd Monongalla Counties for which these
flgures apply, though I sometimes shoot in Maryland and Pennsylvania.

Iukllled twmaty grouse this season, but due to an accldent to several
envelopes I had set aslde for you {winh wings and talls that our

cate seemed to faney) and a demand for grouse tail Indian war bonnets
on the part of a young relative, all my feathers didn't get to you.

I probably mentloned that my personal dally limit is two,regardless
of offleial quotas,and I would like very much to see that the legal
limit. I have begun this year to observe a gentlemen's agreement
with the grouse to limit all attempte to kill a second bird to i%fgg
by my setter, a practice that cuts down on opportunities
or 8 but pays handsomely in sstiefaction. Incldentally, of my
20 birds, ten were adults according to my op¥nion.

_.al ‘_o __ sc December 18 to 30 season, I like it very much thauﬁ it

aeﬁﬁailx offers very few possible days with s weather as we have
hed. Let me pressure you to mwﬁlrd mﬁﬁ%m beyond the

legal grouse season. You masW/&novidsiata anchBegionad History Gapger



rabbik hunting and

durfing this period every year. I knmow of actual grouse kills
that oceurred after December Oth this year under cover of
of distinet grouse hunting tripe made, in
anpther case, durbtng rabbit season by men we normally consider
the be:t sort of sportemen in the community. Your wardens can't
possible check this type of thing and you only invite it by :
letting any legal sma game season extend beyond another.
: .y

8 t sertalnly feel 1t shoulg
€ no «~ 1 do feel we mise the best

which is the laet half of November but I am quite satisfied @o
forgo it. As I say, the late season in December is a nige ¢
to get out a few days and 1s,I think, a concession that doesn'y
c¢ost too many birds. You may peint out that the January week.Hf
rabbit sesson wouldn't cost any more, but 1t isn't failr to invite
1llegal kills and ke<p the consclentious gunner,.at the same time,
out of the ,Woodg.

ear's season for grouse, I

1 enjoyed meeting one of your colleagues, Bob Wingard, while he

Was statlioned at Cooper's Roeck this year.

1 hope to obtaln some aseistance in lmproving the food setup for
qQuall on our place from your local technician. (Can you do anything
to help me get some quall for stocking purposes? I can offer them
241 acres of perfect cover with & little food improvement, and can
Bay they will not be shot at until the proper time.

Good luck with your research.
may have available as to grouse
bit of help in any Way poesible.

Would appreclate any reports
and quall and Hope I ecan be

Yours sincerely,
George Evans

PeSe: You must try to get hold

(you'll remember that Kay and I

PSeudonymn BRANDON BIRD). Our fi
Red Badge prize for fall 1949 and the second came
NEVER WAK:E A DEAD MAN and is about grouse hunting
though chiefly concerned with cpppses !

of our first two stery novels
are writing mysteries under the

8t DEATH IN FOUR COLORS won the
out in Ceptember,
in West Virginia,

George Bird Evans Papers

West Virginia and Regional History Center
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